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Health Technology Assessment
Health Technology Assessment (HTA) is 

“systematic evaluation of the properties and effects…, addressing the direct and intended 
effects…., ….indirect and unintended consequences, and aimed mainly at informing decision 
making regarding health technologies” (INAHTA)

…….to inform decision-making in health systems at different levels by producing information on the 
clinical, economic, organizational, patient, social and ethical impacts of health technologies 
(Battista, 2006).

…summarises information in a systematic, transparent, unbiased, robust manner. Its aim is to 
inform the formulation of safe, effective health policies that are patient focused and seek to 
achieve best value. Despite its policy goals, HTA must always be firmly rooted in research and 
scientific methods. (Danish HTA)



Governance mechanism
UN argues that a country has good governance when its public sector operates according to principles of transparency, 

accountability, predictability, responsiveness and participation (Welch and Nuru 2006)

Governance indicators project clusters them to voice and accountability, government effectiveness, control of corruption, 

regulatory quality, rule of law, political stability and absence of violence (World Bank 2018)

“Stronger and braver governance is required to ensure that responsible decisions about risk management emerge for 

areas such as screening which have potentially enormous individual and societal consequences. These decisions must be 

based on sound research and proper partnerships” (Thornton and Dixon-Woods, 2002)



Responsibility and accountability
• Relevant and reliable health-care research must exist and be disseminated

• Decision makers and patients must have access to reliable and relevant evidence synthesis

• Patients, clinicians, and policy makers must be encouraged to ask for and to use evidence 
synthesis

• To improve patient outcomes, recommendations and decisions must be put into action and be 
implemented in practice and policy

Jamtvedt G et al. The Lancet DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(15)60855-8

To achieve well informed health-care decisions – a challenge for all

Source:Africa Health Conference 2016- SAHTAS Workshop “Capacity building in HTA – A Collaborative Effort between South Africa and 
Australia”





Use of HTA for sustainable UHC
(Life cycle approach)

Early HTA/ Early dialogue/Early advice

Horizon scanning/ Early Warning

Priority setting 

Resource allocation

Reimbursement

Disinvestment (appropriateness/re-assessment)

Systems/service 

Public health

Early HTA 



Linkages between HT Regulation, 
Assessment and Management

Courtesy: Health Technology Assessment of Medical Devices. WHO
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Gutierrez-Ibarluzea, Chiumente, Dauben. The life cycle of health technologies. 
Challenges and ways forward. 2017. Frontiers in Pharmacology.
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Discussion
o Find ways to lower the cost of establishing and sustaining HTA functions and capacities

o Inadequate financial resources – selection of “best” technology fit to each system considering 
appropriate criteria

o Involving stakeholders at all stages – increase of quality and value of care offered.

o HTA closely linked to the health system (fit to the context) to generate appropriate demand



SA Health Technology Assessment 
Society

Scientific and professional society for all those who produce, use, or encounter 
HTA in Southern Africa; neutral forum for collaboration and the sharing of 
information and expertise. 

PLEASE JOIN US!!!!
www. htasa.org.za

info@htsa.org.za



Thank you!!
dbmueller7@yahoo.de


